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REF: STATE 208244 

1 . RELATIONS BETWEEN CHAD AND NIGERIA COULD BF, TER MED GOOD BUT COOL. 
THE DISPORPORTIONATE SIZE, 

WEALTH.AND GEOGRAPHIC POSITION OF THE TWO COUNTRIES 
LEADS TO MINOR MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND JEALOUSY ON 
THE PART OF THE CHADIANS. LIKE THE ELEPHANT AND 
THE MOUSE, EVEN A MINOR SHRUG BY THE FORMER CAN 
ENDANGER THE LIFE OF THE LATTER.NIGERIA, LYING 
ASTRIDE ONE OF CHAD'S FEW ACCESS ROUTES TO THE SEA, 

CAN AND DOES INADVERTENTLY CAUSE CRISIS AFTER CRISIS 
IN THE STEADY FLOW OF VITAL SUPPLIES IN CHAD. FOR 
INSTANCE, A MINOR FUEL SHORTAGE IN NIGERIA CAUSED 
A MAJOR CRISIS IN CHAD LAST SPRING. NIGERIA'S INSENSI- 
TIENESS TO THE RESULTS OF ITS ACTION FURTHER 
ACERBATES THE PROBLEM. 

2. CHAD, HAVING A MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF ITS 
OWN, HAS NO PROBLEM ACCEPTING A MILITARY GOVERN- 
MENT IN NIGERIA. HOWEVER, THE DISTANT PERSONAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE MEMBERS OF THE TWO 
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GOVERNMENTS STAND IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE CLOSE 
PERSONAL RELATIONS BETWEEN CHAD S OFFICER CORPS 
AND THOSE OF SUCH COUNTRIES AS NIGER, MALI, AND THE 
CONGO. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THE STRAINS BETWEEN RICH AND 

POOR NEIGHBORS, CHAD S STRONG FRANCOPHONE BACKGROUND 
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LEADS TO A DISPARAGING OF NIGERIANS AS BEING SOMEWHAT 
LESS THAN QUOTE CIVILIZED UNQUOTE, (A CONDITION 
WHICH IS PROBABLY RECIPROCATED BY NIGERIANS). 

4. CHAD IS PRAGMATIC ENOUGH TO RECOGNIZE THAT 
NIGERIA'S POWER, SIZE, AND WEALTH GIVE YZ AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN AFRICA, AND CHAD WILL GO ALONG WITH NIGERIA 
LEADERSHIP ONHONY ITMES OF PERIPHERAL INTEREST OR 
ANY ITEMS OF SHARED INTEREST. HOWEVER, CHAD IS AN 
EXCEEDINGLY PROUD NATION AND WOULD RECOGNIZE NO 
OTHER COUNTRY AS ITS GENERAL SPOKESMAN. IT WOULD 
PARTICULARLY NEVER RECOGNIZE A WEALTHY COASTAL, 

ANGOLPHONE STATEM BRADFORD 
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